WHITMAN COUNTY
PLANNING COMMISSION
March 6, 2019
Public Hearing
Amending Critical Areas Ordinance
MEMBERS:
Chad Whetzel‐ Chairman
Keith Paulson
Dave Gibney

Guy Williams
Matt Sutherland
Brian Davies

Staff: Alan Thomson, Whitman County Planner; Katrin Kunz, Whitman County Assistant Planner; Elinor
Huber, Clerk.
Audience: Shelly Chambers, League of Women Voters; Paul Mihalyov
7:12 p.m. ‐ Chad Whetzel opened the hearing.
MOTION by Matt Sutherland and seconded by Guy Williams to accept the findings of fact 1‐11 as
prepared by staff. Motion passed.
MOTION by Matt Sutherland and seconded by Guy Williams to accept the conclusions 1‐5 as prepared
by staff. Motion passed.
MOTION by Matt Sutherland and seconded by Keith Paulson to send proposed amendments of findings
of fact and conclusions to the Whitman County Board of Commissioners with a recommendation for
approval. Roll call vote. Motion passed.
Dave Gibney – Yes.
Matt Sutherland – Yes.
Brian Davies – Yes.
Guy Williams – Yes.
Chad Whetzel – Yes.
Keith Paulson – Yes.
Proposed amendments to the Critical Areas Ordinance.
FINDINGS OF FACT
1. The Growth Management Act (GMA) adopted in 1990, is a series of state statutes that requires
fast‐growing cities and counties to develop a comprehensive plan to manage their population
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growth. It is primarily codified under Chapter 36.70A RCW although it has been amended and
added to in several other parts of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW.)
2. Under RCW 37.70A.020, the GMA establishes a series of 13 goals that should act as the basis of
all comprehensive plans: Concentrated urban growth; Sprawl reduction; Regional transportation;
Affordable housing; Economic development; Permit processing; Natural resource industries; Open
space and recreation; Environmental protection; Early and continuous public participation; Public
facilities and services; Historic preservation; and Shoreline management.
3. The GMA comprises of fully planning counties and partially planning counties. Those counties that
had both a population of 50,000 or more and, until May 16, 1995, had its population increase by
more than 10% in the previous ten years, or, on or after May 16, 1995, had population increase
of more than 17% in the previous 10 years, were required to conform fully with RCW 36.70A. Those
counties would be considered fully planning under the GMA. The counties that did not meet those
thresholds could choose to opt‐out of RCW 36‐70A or choose to opt‐in. Those counties would be
considered partially planning under the GMA.
4. Partially planning counties are only required to adopt critical areas regulations and designate
natural resource lands.
5. Upon the initiation of the GMA in 1990, 18 counties were required to fully plan, 10 counties opted‐
in to fully plan, and 11 counties chose to partially plan. Whitman County chose to partially plan.
6. The Washington State Department of Commerce is the primary state‐level contact for GMA‐
related issues. They provide technical assistance to help local governments comply with the GMA
and implement their comprehensive plans effectively.
7. Whitman County adopted critical areas ordinances shortly after the GMA was created. Those
ordinances were updated on December 15, 2014. The GMA requires periodic updates to critical
areas ordinances. This action is part of the required periodic update. Whitman County’s next
update deadline is by June 2020. From that point the next periodic update would be due in eight
years, June 2028.
8. At a regularly scheduled meeting on January 3, 2018, planning staff initiated the review process
of the County’s Critical Areas Ordinance (CAO) with the Planning Commission. Review of the CAO
continued at every scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission from that point onward.
9. On September 27, 2018, the Planning Department submitted a revised update of the CAO to the
Department of Commerce. This began a 60‐day review process required by the GMA. During this
60‐day review period several comments on the draft CAO were received. The draft ordinance was
further amended and added to as a result of the Comments. The 60‐day comment period ended
on November 26, 2018.
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10. As required by the State Environmental Policy Act, a SEPA Environmental Checklist for this non‐
project action was prepared, and a DNS (Determination of Nonsignificance) was issued on
February 14, 2019. The comment period ended February 28, 2019, and no comment was received.
11. A legal notice regarding this hearing and the SEPA decision was published in the Whitman County
Gazette on February 14, 2019.
From the foregoing findings of fact, this Commission now makes the following:
PREMLINARY CONCLUSIONS
1. These proposals are consistent with the goals and policies of the Whitman County
Comprehensive Plan and the State Growth Management Act.
2. These proposals are consistent with the general purposes of the zoning code.
3. These proposals will benefit business and landowners with increased efficiency in
implementation of the County Code.
4. These proposals will not have a significant adverse environmental impact.
5. Whitman County has taken all the necessary actions required by the GMA and this update is
complete.
7:14 p.m. – Hearing closed.
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